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be returned to me, and that I should be able to sleep in my
own bed before nightfall. He added that my arrest was duf
to a mistake; that the Alcalde Messa had been deceived by
my infamous page.
*He is here,3 I said; 'and I beg you to have him removed
elsewhere, for it is quite possible I may kill him in my first
fury.'
The colonel ordered two soldiers to take the scoundrel
away, and I have never seen or heard of him since. I went
down into the guard-room with the ofHcer and Manned,
to witness the punishment of the bastinado inSicted on the
wretch who had robbed me. On my return to the filthy
prison I found an arm-chair, which had been brought for
me, and never did seat seem so comfortable.
After dinner the Alcalde Messa came and ordered the
officer of the guard to restore me my sword; after which,
walking at my side, and followed by thirty of his men, he
conducted me to my hotel, where he removed the seals, and
I found all in order.
I need hardly say in what haste I was to make a complete
toilette, after which I went to see the gentleman-cobbler.
Ignazia was mad with joy. I invited these worthy people
to dine with me next day. After this I went on to see
Mengs, who was much surprised at my appearance. He was
in full Court costume, and wThen I asked the reason told me
that he was just going to implore Don Emmanuel de Ricla
to intercede for me. He gave me a letter which had come
for me from Signor Dandolo, and inclosing one for the
ambassador. Mengs declared that it only depended on me
now to make my fortune in Spain, as all the ministers would
be anxious to make me forget the outrage which had been
put on me. He sent me home in his carriage, and getting
into bed, I slept for twelve hours.
Manucci came early; he told me the ambassador had
heard from Venice that he could present me anywhere, as
the grievances which the tribunal had against me were not
in any way prejudicial to my honour.